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As global warming is finally catching the attention of the general public, and it is certainly 
one of today’s hottest themes for the planning professionals, Focus decided to reprint Ruth 
Knack’s article which first appeared in the APA’s Planning magazine. It is a strong reminder 
that climate change and global warming is pushing the world towards a new development 
paradigm that will redefine the future of cities.
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important,	An Inconvenient Truth,	 former	 Vice	 President	Al	


















Sarah	James,	a	planning	consultant	in	Cambridge,	Massachusetts,	and	coauthor	of	The Natural Step 




Iceberg in Miami Beach? 
The city commission in 
April approved the idea 
of placing “The Drift,” 
a $500,000 steel and 
marble sculpture by Inigo 
Manglano-Ovalle, in a 
renovated South Pointe 
Park. The artist says the 
12-foot-high piece, part 
of the city’s public art 
program, is based on an 
actual arctic iceberg.





to have to find ways of meeting our human needs more 
efficiently—and more fairly.”
James	 was	 part	 of	 the	 task	 force	 that	 guided	 the	
development	 of	 APA’s	 Planning	 for	 Sustainability	
policy	guide.	She	notes	that	the	guide	is	a	good	starting	
point for action on global warming. Its first objective 
is	 “to	 encourage	 planning	 approaches	 that	 reduce	
dependence	 on	 fossil	 fuels	 and	 other	 underground	
metals	and	minerals.”
In	 short,	 she	 says,	 “we	 already	 know	 what	 we’re	
supposed	to	do.	Now	we	have	to	redouble	our	efforts	to	
help	decision	makers	in	our	communities	to	understand	the	local	consequences	if	we	don’t	act.”		





communities. “Global warming will definitely be part of the curriculum,” she says.
Short attention span
Paul	Wack,	aiCp,	who	teaches	city	and	regional	planning	at	Cal	Poly	in	San	Luis	Obispo,	had	just	
returned from the United Nations World Urban Forum when we asked him if he had seen the Gore film 
or read the book. “I have read the book, but I haven’t yet seen the film although I am assigning it for 
a film class I’m teaching this summer,” he said. “I do think his ideas are pretty well on the mark.” 




“Some of my students who have already seen the film say they received 
a handout titled ‘10 Things You Can Do,’ which is taken from the book. It 
lists	simple	actions	that	individuals	can	take:	change	a	light	bulb,	drive	
less,	recycle.	They’re	all	the	things	that	we	already	know,	but	people	are	
finally starting to pay attention.”
The publicity surrounding the Gore film prompted some broader musings. 

















the fact that the global population—poverty too—has become more urban than rural for the first time 
in	human	history,”	he	says.	“And	of	course	that’s	having	all	sorts	of	impacts	on	land	use	(notably	the	
















“So, yes,” says Sugimura, “Seattle is definitely concerned about global warming, and the planning we’ve 
been doing for over a decade shows that. The comprehensive plan we adopted in 1994 focuses on 
concentrating	development	in	urban	centers	and	on	preserving	our	rural	lands	and	forests.	
“We were the first	city	 in	the	U.S.	to	make	a	commitment	to	use	LEED	(Leadership	in	Energy	and	
Environmental Design) standards for public buildings. And we just adopted a new downtown zoning code 
that	gives	private	developers	a	zoning	bonus	if	they	build	to	LEED	silver	standards.	Also,	this	summer	we	
will release an urban forest management plan that’s aimed at significantly increasing our tree canopy.”
In February 2005, Seattle Mayor Greg Nickels contacted mayors throughout the U.S., challenging 
them	to	“meet	or	beat”	the	targets	set	by	the	Kyoto	Protocol,	the	international	agreement	to	cut	carbon	
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Diane Sugimura 
with a “Smart Car” in 
Malmo, Sweden, a stop 
on an International 
Sustainable Solutions 
study tour.




home owners and developers greater flexibility in meeting landscaping 
requirements.	“Somebody	could	get	credit	for	a	green	roof,	for	instance,	
or	for	a	tree	canopy,”	says	Sugimora.




“I	 think	 we’re	 at	 a	 tipping	 point	 now,”	 says	 Michael	 Replogle,	 echoing	 Gore’s	 words	 in	 his	
film and book. “It’s a useful concept,” he says. 
“The film reinforces the fact that there is an overwhelming scientific consensus that climate change is 

















a result,” he says. “We’ve seen traffic congestion drop significantly in those cities.”
Replogle also sees opportunities for more efficiency in a linked, intermodal system where network 
pricing	plays	a	key	role	and	in	a	viable	cap-and-trade	system	(which	is	part	of	the	Kyoto	framework	for	
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“Start thinking 
about the buildings 






to a world in which climate matters. I think we’re all looking to find our way on this.”  
And	that’s	where	planners	come	in.	“I	think	planners	have	a	role	to	play	in	everything	from	providing	
affordable infill housing in areas that have lots of jobs and not enough housing, to paying closer attention 
to	how	transportation	investments	will	affect	long-term	travel	consumption,”	Replogle	says.	
Even	more	important	is	planners’	ability	to	help	people	see	that	small	things	add	up	to	bigger	outcomes	















transportation and industry) and around 48 percent of all the energy consumed. 
Greenhouse	gases	and	energy	are	linked,	he	adds,	because	as	energy	demand	goes	up	so	do	emissions	












Johnson Wildflower Center at the University of Texas to develop new site standards 
to	encourage	energy	reduction.”
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	Roofs	are	another	area	of	concern.	“Dark	roofs	absorb	more	heat	than	lighter	colored	ones.	In	the	






to cool our cities and reduce energy demand. (Using native plants requires little irrigation.) Planners 
have	long	played	a	key	role	in	preserving	farmlands	and	creating	parkland.	But	the	challenge	of	global	














Arkansas (“not the most planning-advanced state in the union”). “I see a lot of poor land use and more 
and	more	highways,	and	very	little	control	of	emissions,”	she	says.	
resources
10 things to do to stop global warming:	Change	a	light,	drive	less,	recycle	more,	check	your	tires,	use	
less	hot	water,	avoid	products	with	a	lot	of	packaging,	adjust	your	thermostat,	plant	a	tree,	be	a	part	of	
the solution, spread the word. From An Inconvenient Truth, by Al Gore (2006; Rodale Press; 352 pp.; 
$21.95). Website: climatecrisis.net
In	Planning. “Heat Wave,” by Kristin Choo, appeared in the August/September 2005 issue. Ken Topping’s 
viewpoint on global warming ran in May 2005.
Global.	The	Global	Planners	Declaration	signed	by	APA	and	other	national	planning	organizations	at	the	
World Planners Congress in June notes that urban activities generate 80 percent of all carbon dioxide 
emissions:	www.globalplannersnetwork.org.	
Cap	and	trade.	Seven	New	England	states	have	signed	onto	the	Regional	Greenhouse	Gas	Initiative,	
the first regional, mandatory carbon dioxide cap-and-trade program. The system limits total emissions 
and	creates	tradable	“allowances”	that	permit	users	to	emit	a	certain	quantity	of	the	capped	gas.	For	
details	see	www.rggi.org.
